Travelogues Interview-Final Questionare

To my composition I chose my former classmate, she is Noemi Horvath, who lives in London with her family. She is very friendly and she has very open personality.

She had to move from Hungary because her mother got a job in London.  Therefore she and her father decided that they move to London.

The moving was not easy because Noemi had to leave her house, friends and her school.  And it was difficult to move from a small town to a big city.In the big town there were many people and cultures. It was difficult to integrate because she was shy and she did not know the language very well. But her classmates accepted Noemi soon, and her new school gave her a lot of possibilities. So she could do, what was her dream, the acting. 

She had to change her daily habits. She moved to an unusal big city, so she had to go by bus everywhere instead of cycling. After 2 weeks it was easier because most people go by bus or car. The parks and markets were cleaner than in Hungary. Furthermore she had to „renounce” tipically Hungarian foods, so she ate calories-rich food, because she can prepare quickly and in England this is the ordinary.

And the school system was strange and difficult to Noemi, because she had to go university instead secondary school. But in her new school she gets more opportunities than in a Hungarian secondary school.

Because of the opportunities she became more positive, and she can do what her dream was. Noemi said she would not give up her new life in London.

Sára Pintér & Csenge Kertai

We have made an interview with a xx-year-old man, called István, who migrated to Germany from Hungary.

He has migrated to Regensburg because of the economic crisis and the lack of job in his town. The motivation was to make a better life for his family. His cousin works in the same city as now István works, that is why he get a lot of support. Soon his son moved to Regensburg as well because of learning.

Before he migrated he had to find a job and a flat. 
„It was hard to leave my family, but it was the best I could do. I do it for them.”-says István.

There are differences between the two counries, but not so many. The healthcare is really good there, maybe better than in his old place.

Move to a bigger city was not a big deal for him, it was the less problem, the bigger was to fit int he society, because of the language. Firstly István did not really speak the languse of the counrty. Fortunately there are not so many differences between the behaviour of the two nations, so it was easier to assimilate.

At the beginning István had no freetime, he worked all the time. Now he can live the life as he lived in his hometown, he can does his hobbies and enjoy the life abroad. The cuisine is not as typical as in Hungary so it was not strange for him.

István gets a lot of support from his family and friends, he still has contact with his relatives, so it was easy to assimilate to a new society.

After István moved abroad we forced to start a new career, now he practising an another job he did in Hungary. He feels it is good if he lives abroad because of the financial problems, but of course he wants to move back to his hometown.

In our summary you are going to read the story of a twenty-year-old man who has migrated from Hungary to Germany. He just started to study at a university when his father moved to Regensburg, so it meant a good possibility for him. He says, he is a curious type and wanted to see something different from Hungary. As the political situation is not so good in our conutry, he imagines his future abroad.

Before his migration he didn’t do any special preparation, just tried to meet more and more with his friends and learnt as much of the German language as he could. As a result of his moving he had to give up on universty, but he doesn’t mind it at all. The most difficult was to leave his friends and the place where he grew up and spent 20 years of his life.

The two countries have more or less the same rules and laws, as both countries are the members of the EU, but according to our interviewed person in Germany everything works better though the system is the same on paper.

 Migration can be a really hard process, but our man says he had no big problems with it. The integration went easily for him, some habits are different from our’s, but people are people everywhere, especially youngsters. If you are kind and open-minded you will find your place everywhere in the world. He enjoys living there and makes him happy that he’s doing something with his life. He has already learnt so many things and he hopes there are still new experiences waiting for him.

We can say Hungarian people are lucky in case of studying a new language. Our alphabet stands from many letters and generally our pronunciation is quite good compared to other nations’.

Comparing the two locations’ cultural life we can explore surprising facts. In Germany, there are also many holidays like in Hungary. The keyword is always the same: Enjoy! The difference is that German people are much calmer than the Hungarians. They leave enough time for everything. For shopping or just for walking on the street. They are never in a hurry, they leave enough time for everything because they have time.

Our person’s main aim is to save money, so his job takes most of his time. If he has some freetime he enjoys walking in the city and meeting new people. In Regensburg nearly everything is given what young people need. There are loads of possibilities for entertainment for example cinema, bowling, parties. Probably the biggest changes in his life did not happen because of the moving but because of the first workplace of his life. He had to become a worker from a learner, in addition in a foreign country.

The educational system in Germany is a little bit different from the Hungarian one. There are more type of schools and they have to decide earlier than Hungarian students which one fits for them, technical or theoretical. As I get to know the shools there are in better condition than in Hungary and have more equipment.

Our interviewed man told us that he was maximally supported by his family, although his mom wasn’t very happy. After a short period she admitted the change was good for his son, who became almost totally independent. He still misses the whole place, including his relatives, neighbours  and friends and regularly contacts them. It wasn’t difficult for him to make new friends, because he’s a friendly type but naturally the new faces are rather dudes than real friends.

The advantage of leaving our home country is that we can meet new samples of life and if we find something good we can build it in our lifes. New things are sometimes terrifying, but it’s worthy to try ourselves.

Summary

We interviewed a Hungarian woman who lives in Australia since her childhood. We were curious about her motivation, prepares, language and culture differences, etc.
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Annamária Sebők and her parents migrated from Barcs to Melbourne, Australia during the years 1982-83. The parents’ motivation was due to their national political state at the time and the effects this was having on their everyday lives, the bleak outlook for the future of children’s potential to achieve a happy and peaceful life. Due to the socio-political situation of the early 80s, brought about by the mass exits of refugees from the communist states, non-communist European countries were no longer accepting refugees. Therefore, their only options were in the off-continent countries of North America, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. Her parents did not know anyone or they did not have any relatives who lived abroad. They were guided at the time by their understanding of the countries involved in cold war tensions and an inner intuition to be as far away from this as possible. In their mind, this made Australia the perfect choice, both for its relative obscurity in this conflict, as well as, its physical distance from it. None of their relatives were in a position to be able to move to Australia afterwards. 

It was essential that her parents’ intentions of their migration be kept totally secret. As 9 and 12 year old children, her brother and she were unaware of their parents’ intentions. They believed that they were going on a vacation for 1 month, to the neighboring countries of Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Austria. Her parents on the other hand, had prepared an elaborate set of deceptions to be able to convince the officials that they were no risk of defecting to the West. This included also trusting only two of their closest relatives with the information of the possibility that they may not be returning. The signal to both their relatives was to be a postcard. If in the postcard her parents wrote that the weather is sunny it meant that we would not be returning, if they wrote that the weather was bad, it meant that they would be returning. Her relatives received a postcard that said the weather was sunny and this was the signal for them to enter their apartment and clear out all their belongings for redistribution amongst their relatives to prevent the State from confiscating them. This also had to be completed under the guise of a deception, so that when the neighbors asked what was going on, her uncle told them, that her parents had separated and that he was collecting the belongings of his sister on her behalf. Otherwise, to bring no attention to the intention of not returning, her parents packed only the minimum of things one would take on a holiday. This consisted for us, of four suitcases filled with clothes, shoes, some toiletries, some cookware and cutleries, and their car, which we used to travel in. So essentially her parents gave up on everything else they had owned. When they arrived in Australia, almost 1 year later, we arrived with the four suitcases and no car.

In Hungary, the city they lived in was a small city, and although they lived in an apartment, they still had a small family land where they were able to keep some animals and grow their own vegetables. They also spent a lot of time on her grandmother’s farm in a small country village. Now living in a big city like Melbourne, in Australia, initially made us feel quiet insignificant, that we don’t know anyone, nobody knows them, a feeling of being lost… a feeling of disconnectedness. This eventually changed when they made new friends, made significant connections with people around them and got to know the geography of the city they were living in. 

Australia was under the rules and laws of a democratic country, where the people had a “say”, their values, their cultural and religious preferences were accepted and not limited from being practiced. Australia is the most multicultural nation existing today, where people live in peace and acceptance of one another.  People’s health seemed to be of a state of peace and relaxed nature, friendly, happy people all around, rather than the worrisome, impatient, “on-edge” type of people who always had to be careful of what they were allowed to say or do, who constantly lived in fear, that if they said or did the wrong thing, they would be punished, made to suffer and be locked away from their families. Otherwise while the state provided care in both countries, Australia’s healthcare system was far more comprehensive and developed. 

Fitting in to a new “alien” society for herself as a 13 year old was significantly easier than for her parents. She learned to speak English within about 2 months, started going to the regular school, also found herself in a situation where she was part of a larger Hungarian community so integrating within this new community for her was exciting and fun. She still had feelings of loss … some emptiness and sadness when she thought about her relatives and friends back home in Hungary.

She said people act differently. There are so many different looking people, speaking different languages, expressing different cultural ways of living, habits.  For her parents it was a big culture shock. They saw everything with a different perception. Initially, people to them seemed to be uncaring, everybody doing their own thing, not worried about anything or anyone else. This was very alien to them, and to top it off, they were unable to communicate fluently, they were unable to express their feelings when they met somebody local. Once they started learning the language, the communication barrier was lifted and they realized that they were able to discuss their perceived differences and as such were not really different but human with the same needs and desires. 

Being “the child” herself, she did not find it very difficult to adapt to the new circumstances. After starting regular school, she quickly made new friends, but her main social friendships came from Melbourne’s Hungarian community, where they attended weekly folk dance classes, scouts and other youth group social activities. She maintained contact with her best friend and relatives in Transylvania by exchanging letters with them. The person she missed most and found most difficult to adjust to, was not having her grandmother nearby.

She learned to speak fluent German while they were living in Austria, prior to arriving in Australia. She went to a language school for the first two months after arriving in Melbourne, where she picked up most of the language knowledge that she needed at the time. She easily picked up the local pronunciation and dialect when she started going to regular school, but they had some friends who arrived from Transylvania, where the girl was just 1 year older than she and her pronunciation of the English language was with an accent. 

Due to the multicultural way of life in Australia, where people came from all different cultural backgrounds, they are freely able to maintain and practice their cultural heritage. They, as a family, continued their Hungarian traditions. There is a large Hungarian community living in Melbourne where it is possible to be involved in the cultural way of life to as much degree as someone likes. Other than speaking English and adhering to the Australian State/Federal Law, it is up to each person/family as to how much they want to integrate themselves into the “Australian” way of life. 

It is debatable however as to what constitutes the true Australian way of life. The first Australians are thought to be the Aboriginal Australian people. Ironically it was not until 1967 that Aborigines of Australia were officially recognized as being Australian. While Australia is not the perfect country in terms of the way in which it accepts and integrates new immigrant arrivals, often falling prey to the divisive way in which the media incites racial intolerance, it is by far and away the most successful example of a living multi-cultural society.
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She used to compete in Speed Skating in Hungary, which of course was a winter sport, but in Australia she was not able to continue with this sport. She became a distance runner and eventually a kayaker, but in essence continued to be involved in sports. She would have to say that they had a wider variety of possibilities and opportunities of how they could use their free time. Her parents’ lifestyles changed very much. Due to the language barrier, as they were not able to learn English as quickly and as easily, they needed to take very different jobs to what they had in Hungary. Their daily life however, eventually became more peaceful and enjoyable as they did not have the worries and fears that they had back home. 

“Australian” cuisine was made up of “English” type cuisine, which for them was very bland. They continued to cook their traditional meals, rarely if ever, ate out at restaurants. However, the new and varied options of the local fruit and vegetable produce allowed for them to integrate these into their meals. Eventually, the easily accessible different cultural foods became part of their everyday lives and so their very traditional way of cooking changed to include some of the new and also more preferred cuisines. 

The educational system is different from the seasons being the opposite to the northern hemisphere. As such, the new school year begins in January/February and ends in early December with four school terms. They had three terms in Hungary with school starting in September and ending in June. 

She truly cannot tell if she received the same educational opportunities because she doesn’t know what would have happened to her if they stayed in Hungary. The important thing she thinks for her parents was that they ensured for them an environment where they were free to choose, free to speak, free to live in peace, rather than be cautious of what they had to say, how they thought or lived. She completed a university level education in Australia. She cannot say what her opportunities would have been had they stayed in Hungary.

For the first five years, other than contact with closest of family, there was no contact with neighbors or friends. At the time telecommunications were prohibitively expensive and there was no Internet. It was in 1989 when they returned to Hungary for the first time and any of these expectations or questions were overshadowed by the fall of Communism. They returned just as the revolution to overthrow the communist governments were going on throughout Europe, so this was more important at the time. 

Since this time, they have been back on many occasions and the Internet and social networks have made it very easy to remove the previous barriers. Although social networks connect people, they are also cold and impersonal on many levels. In some cases they still maintain friendships, in others not. It was not difficult to make new friends.

She was not in any job at the time, as she was at school. There is no comparison here for me. For her parents it was different and while they perhaps preferred some of the aspects of their previous jobs, they were much happier living in an environment that let them be. 

In Australia there has never been a lack of jobs. While there have been a couple of economic downturns, due to the global econoher having such a high demand for natural restheirces, there has always been a relatively healthy econoher and economic situation for workers. In fact, most Australians are unaware that they have some of the best working and pay conditions in the entire world. This however does not stop them from complaining about their situation, as they are unaware of really how good they have it compared to the rest of the world.

She is eternally grateful for her parents’ foresight and sacrifice to bring them to a country that allowed her to develop into the person she is. She had no expectations, as she said, she thought they were going on holiday. The advantages are too many to list here. Briefly, a broader range of choice was available to them, without expectations being set as to who they were and what they should be or what they are capable of being. 

The disadvantages were very few for her. She cannot imagine where her life would have ended up if they had stayed. Prior to that they had no migrated anywhere nor knew people who had. She is currently living abroad and has been for over a year now with a project her husband and she started. This is a project to meet the needs of everyone on the planet. This project has allowed them to live in numerous countries in North America and South America. The experience of living in many places certainly gives one an appreciation and respect for all life, cultures and people.

She thinks the facilities for both places were very different, however with an ever-growing globalization, there is very little difference in both places now. Their project takes us to many places around the world, so they do not encounter the normal day-to-day type of work commuting.

The environmental difference between Hungary and Australia are opposites in comparison. Where they were living in Hungary warm summer was followed by a very cold winter. Where they lived in Australia there are very small mountains, but it never drops below -1C in winter. The summers are hot and dry and we last lived very close to the Southern Pacific Ocean, with amazingly beautiful beaches and forests to walk in. Both places are beautiful, but in truth, living the way they live now, home is wherever they are and it is more a feeling in your heart of knowing that you are exactly where you need to be, rather than any physical location.

There were a number of factories where they lived in Hungary as there are in Australia. Generally both places are free of major pollution, but this is a global concern, rather than a comparative one.

Both places have their own unique differences. In many senses while living in a small city in Hungary, it was still a little like a country town. People did know who you were and what you were doing. In one sense this could be limiting because they place a judgment on who you are or what you could be, but on the other hand it was also a much more friendly environment, that is to say if you discounted the communism and the paranoia this created. Living in a large city like Melbourne or any other big city for that matter, is cold and dehumanizing in many respects today. The media keep people in a constant state of fear of their fellow humankind and this often sees people afraid to speak to each other or even say hello to each other in the street.

She has always had an inclusive attitude to everyone. In Australia, perhaps because she learned the language so rapidly, she never found any exclusion from social groups. Given Australia is so diverse in cultures, languages and people. She never experienced any separation of classes based on education, place of residence or economic status. This is something that was thankfully never inherited from the English culture in Australia. For her, she always felt included and never felt limited.

She is not sure what is being asked here. If you are asking what is the distribution of people based on age in Australia, then Australia has a rapidly aging baby boomer generation with little population growth. Being a population of only 24 or 25 million people, this is starting to place some strain on facilities to take care of a rapidly aging population, however in general, this is probably no different from most developed countries in the world. On average an Australian family has 1.2 children, which has dropped from the 2.2 that was standard for many years and this reflects both a sharp rise in the cost of raising and educating children, as well as, that all of them in the developed world seek mainly to entertain themselves consistently. This leaves very little time for the human connection. Irrespective of age, this is one of the greatest challenges that the world is facing today.

Gréta Kulcsár

Tímea Ragoncsa

TRAVELOGUES QUESTIONNAIRE INTERVIEWS

We have interviewed our Chemistry and Physics teacher. She migrated from Transylvania because of her husband’s   job.

Her husband had got a job in Hungary that’s why she came with him. And she had not got any relatives in the country. She thought about that  she only stay one year in Hungary, but finally she did not go home. Because of the migration she had to give up her job, her family and also her friends. She told that in Hungary there are a lot of things which are not the same as in Transylvania. The main differences between the countries were the laws, the traditions and the behaviours of the Hungarian people. But nowadays the laws are already integrated because they picked up the EU laws.  In the time when she came there was higher living standard and she had felt positive feelings.  Also she got new experiences in here. She lived in a big city which name is Kolozsvár so she felt a big different between the new and the old inhabitancy. Because in Kolozsvár there were a lot of out going facilities, like theatre, cinema and a lot of pub.  But in Barcs there are not as much possibility as in Kolozsvár.  The integration was not as easy as she thought, because the lifestyle in Barcs was not the same as in Kolozsvár. Peaople are know everyone in the town and she do not like, when she went out and met with her students. And it was strange for her. The inhabitants were a little bit racism, it means that they could not adopt the immigrants easily. In Transylvania they speak the ancient Hungarian language and it was strange for the Hungarian people. That’ why she had to learn the dialect of this region, because her students did not understand what she said ( . The traditions are much more important in Transylvania than in Hungary, it means that they celebrate Christmas and Easter on an other way. When she came to Hungary, she had shocked that nobody knew that what the eggplant is. And the eating habits are not the same, so in her homeland people eat their lunch after they arrive home. The daily routine had changed, because people do their things later. After she got there, she acquired some new hobbies like child rearing. In Transylvania the educational system is very strict because during a lesson it is not rare if an inspector appears and check the teachers work. The teachers have got much more difficult situation and they are graded. The moving was very difficult for her family and friend. After 20 years the friendships are disappeared, but she visit her family in every third month. In Hungary she works in the position as in her homeland. The migration was hard, but she had learned a lot of thing for example how she can tolerate and accept the new things and different situations.  She did not plan so many things about the migration, because she did not want to stay more than a year in Hungary. The migration had got advantages and disadvantages. The advantages are that she westernized and she was strengthened in spiritually. The disadvantages are the tear of her family and friends. But now she do not want to move back, because she get her own family and she love to live there.
We asked Klaudia Horváth who is a 17-year-old girl. She lived in Nagyatád before she moved to Germany.Her mother called Margit moved to Germany some years before that Klaudia and her father called József followed her.Margit moved abroad because of that she couldn’t find any job here in Hungary.In 2011 24 th of September Klaudia and József decided to follow Margit because of that József found better job in Germany and there were better schools for Klaudia.They moved to Germany in February.When they moved there they knew Margit because she has lived there years ago but when Margit moved there she didn’t know anybody.After that they followed Margit some of them relatives followed them and moved to Germany to the same location. When they decided to move abroad they don’t really had to give up anything but Klaudia said that she was very sad about that she have to leave her friends but she still keeps contact with us.
We asked Klaudia about differences between the two country,the two culture about new traditions.She said there are differences of course but not as much as we thought at the first time.She said there are some differences between laws in Hungary and in Germany but just a few.In the location where she lives with her family people like traditions and there are very important for them.She said there aren’t many differences between the two culture.She was happy about that the inhabitants of the location were kind with them and she said they were helpfull.
Klaudia found new friends there.She hasn’t got new hobbies but they live in a bigger town so she goes often shopping because there are malls in the location where she lives.She has to commute to another location which is near because the school where she studies is there.
They said that healthcare and school system are much better and recenter than here.

She said she didn’t miss their old neighbourhood because she didn’t really knew them.She said that first it was a bit strange because the location where they moved to is more multicultural and people live there from a lot of parts of the world.In Germany living conditions are better,there are more workplaces and work conditions are also better and there are bigger chance of promotion.
First she was afraid about that she won’t be able to learn the language but she could and today she can speak germanian very well.We asked her that would she move back to Hungary in the future but she said she won’t because in Germany there are more workplaces and higher salaries but she said she will move to a bigger city in Germany.
She said in the location where she lives evrything is near e.g.:shops,hospital,schools etc.We asked her about the differences in the climate but she said there aren’t many differences but the winter there isn’t as cold as here and the summer there isn’t as warm as here.She said the sea is about from 300 km from the location where they live.Finally we asked her about the age structure and she said the number of young people and old people is almost the same.
Of cours first she was afraid of the new people and new places and the new language and she was sad about that she have to leave her hometown and her friends but today she is happy with her life in Germany.
Sürge Dalma 10.a  & Szokol Vivien 10.c
Summery of the interview

We made an interview with Kerstin Richter. She is a native teacher in our school. She came from Germany to Hungary almost 20 years ago. She told us about her first experiences. 

She moved to Hungary, because of the political situation in Germany and her husband's family lived here. 
At the beginning  it was very hard for her. She came to her husband's family with their son. They treated her like a stupid person, because she couldn't understand the language. She didn't speak Hungarian, maybe it was the biggest problem. She hadn't got friends she didn't know anybody. The other problem was that she came to a little village. This, and the language problem made very hard to fit in the society. In a village the people are more prejudiced than in a city. It was also difficult to find a job. She was unhappy and disappointed, but she didn't give up.
Few years later she moved to a bigger city. Here was easier to make friends and fit in the society. Fortunately she could learn the language pretty good. It helped her a lot. She had to be very strong and sociable.  

Now she live here, in Barcs. She speak the language well, she has a lot of friend, and a nice family. She has a new husband, a little son and a new life. She reserved some tradition of his home country, for example German recepies, or holidays. She has totally new lifestyle,because she had to brought up her first son alone. She still keeps the contact with her father who lives in Germany and also with some old friends. Now she is satisfied with her job. She teaches in a high school. She is happy to make this step to move to Hungary,but at the begining she wasn't as sure as now. She met with new people, she got to know a new culture. Finally she got a happy life with those who love her.

I think those people who move to another country far from their home has to be enough strong to fit in the society, learn the language because without these things they can’t live a new and happy life. They have to follow their dreams and try to find the best opportunities to a better future.  I respect these people because of their courage and desperation. 

Bíró Klaudia , Svégel Barbara
