Aili Kolga interviewed by Heleri 
Aili (born 1981) has been out of Estonia almost 13 years. Currently she is living in Spain, Barcelona. She moved here 8 years ago from France, Paris. In Paris she worked in one big hotel chain about 2 years. It was great experience but she wasn't convinced to stay there any longer. Aili asked to get transferred from this hotel to the hotel in Barcelona.  For her went to move to Spain went quite smoothly, hotel helped me to get social security number, that gives you access to the medical care. Since Estonia is now in EU her only needed to register in the police station. 

The hotel in Spain arranged her the place to live temporarily. The papers to start she had to sign up on arrival. In Paris she rent my own apartment, but in Barcelona Aili had to share with 3 other persons. Sharing apartment here is very common. 
It has been now 4 years she working in the office. Definitely better hours and more enjoyable job than in hotel. Crisis has hit Spain very hard, yes it is very big problem here to find a good job or well payed job. Especially for young people without experiences and older people.

She never had any expectations. She always give herself 1 or 2 years of so called trial. If she likes the country she will stay. She is always open about moving again to another country. 

Aili never lived in countryside. But to compare Paris to Barcelona, Barcelona is smaller and feels safer. Since she was working in the hotel industry, she got to know many international people. Spoken language was always english. Apart she took also intensive Spanish classes. Aili found it quite easy to move around and find her way. People are very friendly and helpful here.

Moving to Spain her main concern was to learn language. In Barcelona they do speak 2 languages, Spanish and Catalan. She took Spanish classes. The conflict here is between Spanish and Catalans. Since Catalunya wants to became independent, the local people want you to speak Catalan instead of Spanish. And sometimes she feel pressure.

She has more outdoor hobbies. She likes hiking, cycling, running etc. 

The climate is good here so she spend more time outside. She said that Barcelona is not very big city, so to rent a car for the weekend and drive to countryside it is easy and not very costly. 

There is here mediterranean cuisine, lot of fresh fruits vegetables and seafood. All her favorites. 

Family and friends were positive about her moving. She has been out of her native country so long that they don't try to convince her anymore to move back to Estonia. She does have less friends than before moving out of Estonia. She visits her friends and family once a year. She hasn't relationship with neighbors.It’s not difficult to make friends, it is difficult to find great friends. But this happens what ever country you live in.

Aili does't use very oftenly public transport like metro or bus, tram. She lives in the center of the city so she goes walking to work or use city bikes. City bikes are transport meant for residents. Very comfortable and eco friendly. In Paris traffic is lot stressful and chaotic. Metro system is old. She used her own bike there but that time they didn't have special bike lanes so every day she took a risk.

Climate is very mild here. Summers very hot and winters mainly sunny and dry. After 8 years here she still not used to it with incredible humidity. Very uncomfortable. 

Barcelona is located at the mediterranean sea and close to the Pyrenees mountains. So its great. In winter you can go for skiing in North, it takes approximately 2 hours car drive. and in summers you hit to the beach. In Paris you need to take a holiday to go to the beach or to the mountain. 

In Barcelona there have big problem with pollution. That's why they promote to use more tram or city bikes. 

Spanish/Catalans start family later here. Around age 32- 35. Usually there are 1 or 2 kids per family. There are more elderly people than young people. 
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Jan-Henry

Marit (1989) lives in Milano. She migrared from Tallinn to Milano because she wanted to study in a foregin country. She chose Milano because there are many possibilities to study. Before She went to Milano, she finished Tallinna Reaalkool. When she moved she sold her apartment, sold her car. Laws and rules are little bit different, but it doesn´t matter to her. In Milano there is quite good healthcare, but She can´t compare it with Tallinn´s healthcare level. When she went to Milano, it was so difficult to fit in to the society, but for now she has made a lot of friends. She found a boyfriend in there and now she carries her first baby. In the starting it was hard to understand the language, but now she can speak it. The culture is little bit different. But also she reserves the traditions from Estonia. In Estonia she had 2 hobbies, but in Milano she doesn´t have any hobbies. In Milano there are more possibilities to spend my free time. Go shopping or what ever. The education system is almost the same as in Estonia. In Milano she started to study music and violin.  In the beginning my family was quite sad when she told them that she was planning to move away. She visits her family over one month. She is also planning to become a music school teacher. Before she left Estonia she thought that in Milano she won´t find any friends, but now she has many of them. Right now she doesn´t have any thoughts to come back to Estonia. She likes in Milano. And she is not going to chance my location again. In Milano there are many ways to drive around the city: busses, taxis, car, bicycles and etc. She lives almost near the school so it is about 5 minute walk. About environment, there is warmer, lot of  „beach weathers“  and also rain. The main differences between Tallinn and Milano are that in Tallinn there is beach.  Outside the city there are factories so the pollution isn´t low.  In Milano there are more kinder people than in Tallinn. There are also lot of judes in this city and a lot of fachion people. There where she lives there are lot of middle-aged people. 
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Janeli 
I have made an interview with my best friend Johanna Pirs. She is 15 years old girl, who moved from Estonia to Finland.

When she went to Finland she was 13 years old. She migrated to Finland because her parents divorced and her mother moved to Finland. Preparation she has to learn the Finnish language. 

At the beginning her classmates didn't accept Johanna because she didn't know the language very well but after she got a lot of new friends and acquaintance. 

Finland language does not different so much from estonian language. Traditions were different. Her new hobby is playing hockey and goes out of her new friends. She has no difficulty in studying in Finland because the school system was easier. She misses her old friends but she talks with they a lot on the internet. Finland has plenty of hills and cleaner than in Estonia but the bus tickets is more expensive than Estonia.
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Liis 
I have made an interview with my aunt Raina Sillaots who is 31 years old woman. 

She went to England when she was 22 years old. She migrated to England from Estonia because she wanted to expand her horizons. 

It was difficult to move from a small town to the big London. She lived two years in England. At the beginning she lived in a family where she looked after children. She didn't do any preparation when she went in England. It was difficult to integrate in society because she didn't know the language very well but she started read the english language book. 

At the beginning she worked as a babysitter but later she was the hotel manager. Now she has her company in Estonia. 

She said that life was better there but very different. Language and traditions were different. In England the climate was the same. There are more older people and adults, they are friendly and kind people. 

When she went to England it was a big positive surprise to her friends and relatives. It was a big experience that she went to England, she will not regret it.
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Jürgen 
I interviwed my cousin Kairit Hümer (born 1987). She migrated from Pärnu (Estonia) to Weimar (Germany) because she didn´t find a job. Cousin chose Germany because it is a beautiful country and also she had some relatives in there.

Before she started to move to Germany, she looked for a job in there on the internet. When she moved, she had to gave her dog to her mother. It was a hard desision for her because she had raised this dog for a long time. She also said that in there is much more better healthcare than in Estonia.

She moved from a big city to a countryside. She easily fit in to the society ang quickly made new friends. She don´t have any children. In the beginning she had some problems with the language, but for now she can speak it easily.

In the new place there is little bit different culture and traditions , but she also maintains the traditions of her home place.

In Estonia she didn´t have any hobbies, but now she has 2 hobbies: playing piano and drawing. In Germany she has more opportunities to spend her free time.

She is a school teacher for now and said that in there is different educational system because the marks are different and etc.

In Estonia she had many friends and they were quite sad when they heard about the moving. It was very difficult to leave friends behind. But still she communicate with her friends and family. And she quickly made new friends in Germany.

She had some good experience from the migration. She could saw many cities when she went to Germany. She also said that she don´t want to go back to Estonia because in Germany she has work, friends, hobbies. And she at the moment she don´t have plans to chance her location again.

The public transport in Germany is quite same as in Estonia. Bus traffic is good and the taxi also.

The environment is much better than in Pärnu. Main differences between Pärnu and Weimar are that around Pärnu is a lot of forest. 

In Weimar there is quite low pollution and she likes it. That’s one of those reasons why she moved to Weimar.

There where she lives are lot of young people and middle-aged people.
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Maris 
I interviewed my neighbor, Richard (born 1969). He movedd from England to Estonia because his wife wants to move to her home country to be close to her mother. They have 2 children.
Before coming here he looked at different ways to move-shipping, road transport, work, banking for him and what he needed to do for an ID card. When he moved from his old place to the new, he have to give up on work. He think the level of health care is better in the UK as it is free and open to all.

A lot of difference are in the traffic levels in Estonia are very low and you can drive by car quite quickly from place to place not sitting in big ques of traffic, public transport system is quite a lot different as well as the bus system serves quite well here as opposed to the UK where some villages recive no bus servicer or some time only one a week. He has two children and for them it were not difficult because they where so young and both could speak Estonian. He has problems with Estonian because it is so hard to understand and learn for him.

Now he has to work away from home in another country and has noticed that the salary level in Estonia in very low. Goods and items are often more expensive in Estonia then other countries. 

Richard`s friends and family were quite negative as could not see any benefit to moving to Estonia. He still has contact with his friends and family. It was difficult to make new friends in Estonia because he spend lots of time in Sweden.

He is missing some of the foods he would like. He had an open mind on this so did not expect so much. He feels that his home country are house prices lower and the environment more safe for his children to grow up in. The disadvantages are language, less employment opportunities. He would move back because he can speak his own language, easier to get a job, lots more things to do.He would not move back because wife would not want to and the education for his children. They would be far behind on the English system, that is not saying Estonian system is bad just different as children start school in the UK at 4 to 5 years old.  He does not plan to change his location again.

The main difference between UK and Estonian climate is that here is colder and much more snow. Also Estonia in very flat with no real large hills or cliffs over the sea. In Estonia are many mosquitoes in summertime. The main differences between his new and old location are population size, transport opportunities, food and language. He thinks that Estonia is more relaxed but not as much going on.
Kristiina (born 1982) finished high school in Estonia and after that she wanted to see the world and started working as a babysitter in USA, Boston. She went to America with a friend who went to work as well. At first time Kristiina thought that she will move back to Estonia. But then she find a boyfriend and stayed longer. Untill she needed a residence permit. She had to choose to come home or get married. So she get married and stayed to Boston. 

Hardest thing about moving was leaving relatives and friends. Her family was very sad to hear about her moving. Humans in America are more with an opened attitude and more friendly than estonians. So making new friends wasn’t that hard as she thought in the start. Her new neighbours are great and they always help each other if there is a need. She had to get used to living in a big city but that wasn’t a problem she think. She started working in his husband garage. They make money with repairing cars and it has become her hobbie. There are more possibilities of spending free time in Boston. They can go out every night and do different things.  

She keeps connection with family in Estonia by skype. They have to call to Estonia at midnight cause of the time difference. Every summer she spents couple a weeks in Estonia with her husband and Estonia family. Her Estonia relatives have visited her once in their home in Boston. She have been thinking about moving back to Estonia but it wouldn’t work for his husband. 

Merilin 
Hanna- Liisa (born 1997) was migrated from Estonia to France, she`s faimily moved to Paris because her father was elected to be the ambassador of Estonia. She had been in Paris 7 years ago but she didn't know anybody from there. It was brand new situation for her and also for her mother, father and three little brothers.

Hanna`s father moved to Paris 6 months before the school and work period begin. He had to make many preparations before his family arrived. He had to make a admission to school for Hanna and find a suitable apartment. 

It was hard for Hanna to abondon her home and friends. Moving to France meand to her lots of new experiences. There were different laws, health care, traditions, politics. In the big cities there are many people, so it is always very crowded but in the countryside there are much more quiet and nicer. In Paris many people speeks very good English and it was good for Hanna because she spokes also very well English. Hanna went to the international school where were also required English. She learned French afterwards and now she speaks it fluently. 
People are much more sociable but sometimes arrogant, nervous, careless and stressed. Estonia has much different culture than France. For example in France the students have longer school days. Adults take almost every evening a class of wine – wine culture. French people are smoking much more than estonians. Personally she likes Estonian traditions more. Her life habits have changed a little bit after she communicate with her new friends. But her hobbies are the same, she likes drawing , singing and dancing. Her lifestyle became much busier and full of homework. 
Moving to Paris gave her a chance to discover many new things, places and people. She likes excursions, visiting chapels and old towns. It is also a nice tradition for her family to spend their free time. 
The typical cuisine in France is very delicious and interesting. Even though she`s missing estonian traditional food also. The educational system here is much different and more difficult. For example you are allowed to finish school already at the age of 16. The school holidays are much longer and there are many more exams per semester and school days are longer. She got much bigger educational opportunities than she would have had in Estonia.  

It was nice opportunity to live in a foreign country. She still have contact with her family and friends, they are the most important people in her life. For Hanna it was not difficult to make new friends because she liked to socializing with different and interesting people. Also the students welcome foreigners. It has been a great pleasure to live in Paris and she`s very glad that here are very interesting and exciting places and people. At first she was`nt very happy to move here, her expectations were lower. But when she arrived she fell in love with the city. The big disadvantage was that she had to leave all her friends behind and some of her family members as well. The advantage is that she got to love in a much different culture and region other than Estonia. Still she`s not quite sure if she would move back to Estonia. She want`s to travel in the future. She have thought of moving to England once she have graduated.

Healt care is complicated in here, it`s much harder to get doctor`s appointment. The populations is very high. Doctors also speaks only French and it`s complicated to foreigners. In Paris there are lots of supermarkets and shops.  She likes France nature, especially small cities beaches and parks. In bigger cities such as Paris the environment is not so clean and actually very polluted. People here don't care about the surrounding habitants and here is a very big traffic. The atmosphere is much more careless in France than in Estonia.
Nele
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Otto

I interviewed Triin (born 1990) who migrated from Estonia to Finland. The main reason for the move was to go to work as a chef or a kitchen assistant. The reason for choosing Finland was that her boyfriend was already living here and it was easier to come here. Motivation to move was to get better salary for her job and save some money to repair their apartment in Estonia.

Before migration she translated her CV and was looking for job offers online. Also  she learned the Finnish language in school and by herself. If you are moving to Finland you have to visit a lot of authorities to get a permission to live in Finland. She already had all those papers filled and done because she had worked several summers in Finland. Rules and laws are pretty much the same as in Estonia. The level of healthcare is much higher in Finland than Estonia. If you get ill here in Finalnd the doctors give you quite easily a sick-leave. Time to time you are invited to a health check.

Before migration she lived in small village called Audru. Now she lives in Helsinki and for her to get to the city center it takes 20 minutes, it took the same time to get from Audru to Pärnu. In Helsinki there are a lot of people of different nationalities. Fitting in was and still is the most difficult part living here in Finland. Some of  estonians who live and work here have created a bad reputation of us. So the finnish people don’t accept us on the first meeting. It doesn’t matter how well you speak Finnish but to them it means a lot if you are trying to.

Culture and religion is pretty much the same she thinks. No big differences comparing to Estonia.

Nothing has really changed in her life. She is working as much she was in Estonia. In the weekends they visit their friends who also live in Finland.

Cuisine is pretty much the same as in Estonia. She has noticed that they eat a lot of bread.  On Christmas day they serve any kinds of casseroles, rice pies with egg-butter, reindeer meat and that wierd dessert called Mämmi. Also their favorite food for lunch or dinner is meatballs or herring fillets with mashed potatoes.

Friends and family were positive about her moving. They knew her reasons and they know that she is not there more than 3-4 years. After their apartment in Estonia is ready she is moving back.  Nowadays it is easy to keep contact with her friends and family because of the Internet. She communicate with her  family everyday via Skype. She has lived in Finland for more than a year and she still doesn’t have any finnish friends.

She works as a chef and a kitchen assistant for the rental company. Sometimes she is in one place for a week or two. Sometimes for one day and next day she has to go to another. She likes that because she can see so many different kitchens and meet new people.

Advantages of leaving Estonia are being with my boyfriend, also you come more independent. Disadvantages are homesickness and missing all my friends and family. She has to be ready for everything, not all the people here are friendliest ones. She has to stand up for herself and do what’s better for her.
In Finland there are grocery shops on every corner. Some of those are open 24/7. By public transport she can get anywhere you want. Every area have their own healthcenter, schools and kindergartens. Some schools and kindergartens are meant only for Muslim, Russian etc children. It is difficult to compare Helsinki and Audru/Pärnu beacause of their sizes and population.  She uses publik transport everyday to go to work.

Weather, climate and landscape are the same as in Estonia. Finalnd is more stony. She is quit happy with her new location but there is no place like home.

She thinks there are many people who came to live in Finland just because the social security. If they are unemployed they still get good money. She knows a lot of Estonian women who have  boyfriends or husbands but still claim to be single mothers after giving birth to get more money. 
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Silver
Helen (born 1981)  moved from Estonia to USA because of good opportunities to work and earn money. It was also her motivation.  She had my friends already working there, so it wasn`t hard to decide. She  choosed a location based on were were my colleagues.

She started to prepare for leaving her country about month before. She didn`t do much, only working visa, health insurance and a little reasearch about this company. In USA are different rules and laws. She needs to know them before her went, as much as possible. It was easier for her because of her friends over there. 

So She moved to a big city. People there were very social and helpful. There were no problem to ask total stranger for some advice or direction. Everywhere she met  happy faces. It was so easy to be with such people. Estonians are way more upset, frustrated, too serious. 

Of course there are different language, religion and culture. She didn`t have any problem with language, she was surrounded with nice people and they gave me courage to talk free and without shame. They corrected me, if she made a mistake. They also have very nice traditions, like Halloween and Thanksgiving. She liked those two and she thinks she will celebrate them in my hometown next year.

Now she feel that this experience has changed her and her lifestyle. And she is happy of it. She feels more opened and joyful.

She worked and lived there 2 years and she is sure that one day  she will go back. Not only because of good lifestyle and earnings, but because of social attitude. 

Climate in this state, Chicago, was almost as same as in Estonia. Summers are sometimes warmer and humidity higher, but thats not problem for her.

She has to say, every young person should go and discover the world. This give so much experience, opens mind and soul.
Travelogues









Karoliina 
I interviewed Kristi (born 1999)  who lived in Estonia but went to Finland. This was her first moving to another country, but she didn’t have any difficulties with moving. If she moved to Finland, it was very difficult to be so far of her friends and they didn’t liked that, she moved so far and promised to talk me even then she is so far, but after two months after moving she didn’t talked with her old friends. She tried to talk with them, but they didn’t showed the interest in talking with her. She was really scared that she won’t get friends but that was wrong. If she learned the finnish was easier to talk and make friendships. She has a some estonian friends there.

      After moving to Finland her confidence has grown and she has began to understand everything better. Everything went like that she hoped. She is thinking that she will not come back to Estonia because there are better chance for better future.

     She thinks that in Finland shops there are a bigger choice than in Estonia and of course there are a small Estonian shops too.  The medical assistance is always available just like in Estonia. The weather is of course same like in Estonia. The education is the same. In  Finland they approach more individually based on students capabilities. Therethey have more chooseable classes and they can already be chosen in 8th grade.

The people there are very nice, friendly, helpful and the neighborhood  is mostly very clean.
Liis Oksa (born 1997) moved from Estonia to Ireland for 5 years and now they are back in Estonia. Her parents divorced and Estonia was no place for a single-mother to raise her daugter. Liis mothers friend had moved there a few years before them and their was over the moon in Ireland. 

She didn't move because of their political situation. Her mom had friends in that particular area. Other than that it was absoulutely random.

Her mother had a friend, and he was the only person who they knew there.

Liis mother did a lot of research about the country. Prices, apartments etc. Healthcare in Ireland was more expencive. In Estonia it’s easier to reach.

 They lived in 3 diffrent locations in 5 years. One was a usual  town called Newbridge, which is Irelands 15th biggest.  After that they moved to the countryside which was really peacefull but Liis had no friends there. Then they moved to Carlow. The time that they lived in the countryside and in Carlow, they worked and Liis went to school in a little tiny village named Ballon, which was to the home for about 500 people. Everyone knew everyone and it was the sweetest little community. 

They didn’t have any life back in Estonia so all that Liis knew and loved was in Ireland with her. iis could say that her life began when she was 4-years old (When they moved).

Her mother had an Estonian accent but Liis didn’t beacause she basiclly learned English there and started talking with that Irish accent.  When they moved back to Estonia it was really hard to understand what people were saying. Irish people are very religeous, Estonians aren’t.

  In her school they were more focused on the thing they did in the lesson and homework wasn’t that important.

 I asked Liis do her miss her previous neighbourhood, and she sayd:´´A lot. I mean, how can you not miss a place where you don’t need to lock your car doors when you are in the store because nobody steals and everyone is almost like family.´´

How are you affected by this migration? 

''I think I understand people better, growing up in one enviorment and then my teenage years in another. I think that I’ve seen the world more than others my age and it has given me a lot of experience.''

Kerttu
